FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPEAL 


11 11 SW 16th Ave., Apt. 156 
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 
December 20, 1976 


Attorney General ^ 

Attention: Freedom of Information Appeals Unit 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Sir: 

This is my appeal of my request for records by letter to the Department of 
Justice dated September 7, 1976. My request concerned records relating to the 
photographs and X rays taken at the autopsy of president Kennedy, and sub- 
sequent transfers and examinations of these materials. To date there has 
been no compliance with this request, and I. would like to treat this failure 
to comply as a denial of the request. 

There have been numerous irregularities involving my request and | believe 
you should be aware of these so that you may fulfill your responsibility to 
assure timely response pursuant to 28 C.F.R. §16. 4(b). 

First, my initial letter of September 7, 1976, was not addressed to the 
Deputy Attorney General, but was addressed to the Justice Department and was 
clearly marked, both on the letter and on the envelope, as a "Freedom of 
Information Act Request." According to 28 C.F.R. §16. 3(a), a request improperly 
addressed is deemed to be received when forwarding to the proper address "would 
have been effected with the exercise of due diligence" and, upon receipt, the 
proper office "shall notify the requester of the date on which the time period 
commenced to run." I was never notified by any office of the Justice Department 
of the date on which the statutory time limit began to run on my request. 

Second, 28 C.F.R. §16.4(a^ requires that the Deputy Attorney General "promptly 
upon receipt of a reques t . . . forwa rd the request to the division of the Department 
which has primary concern with the records requested." Apparently, my request was 
forwarded to the FBI, the Civil Rights Division and the Criminal Division. I 
assume this forwarding was prompt, although the response of the latter two 
divisions was not. However, I have been provided no indication that my request was 
forwarded to other offices within the Department that obviously would have 
records described in my request, such as the office of the Attorney General 
and the Office of Legal Counsel. 

Third, the statute and the regulations, 28 C.F.R. §16 . 5 (a) , requi re a 
determination pursuant to the request within 10 working days. In no case have 
I been provided a response within this time limit. Response from the Civil 
Rights Division, which was neither accurate nor complete, was received approximately 
two months after my initial request; response from the Criminal Division, which 
was merely to inform me that I was caught in a backlog, was dated December 14, 

1976, three months and a week after my initial request. 

Thus, pursuant to 28 C.F.R. §16. 5(d), which allows a requester to treat 
improper delay as a denial, I wish to exercise my right of appeal. For purposes 
of this appeal, I consider my entire request of September 7» 1976, to have 
been denied by every division of the Justice Department that might have records 
relevant to that request. As you may be aware, this appeal must be acted upon 
within 20 working days. 



